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We Can’t Cut What We Can’t Count: How
EPDs Help Track Emissions from
Construction Materials

John Milko, Former Climate and Industry Consultant, Climate and Energy Program

When it comes to reducing carbon emissions, we can’t cut what we can’t count, and some of the
biggest opportunities to cut carbon are getting lost in the shuffle. With the right tools, we can fix
this problem.

Common construction materials used to build our homes, offices, roads, and bridges are a
significant source of greenhouse gases, with concrete, steel, and aluminum alone accounting for
18% of global emissions. ! In order to encourage the use of materials with lower embodied carbon,
we need a reliable way to compare products. Fortunately, a disclosure tool called an environmental
product declaration (EPD) has emerged in recent years to help measure the climate impact of

products and enable consumers to buy cleaner.

In this video, we explain how EPDs work and why they’re so important for decarbonizing the
production processes of industrial materials and helping domestic manufacturers remain

competitive in a global marketplace that will increasingly demand cleaner products.
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