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As No Labels works to gain ballot access for a 

potential 2024 independent presidential ticket, 

most of the vitriol directed at us comes from the 

Democratic establishment, which is anxious that 

we’ll hurt President Biden and help elect Donald 

Trump. But if these concerns were well-founded,  

I wouldn’t be a part of this effort.

No Labels has spent almost two years conducting 

extensive polling and modeling to understand our 

potential effect on the race and what our path to 

victory could be, including a poll late last year of 

more than 25,000 registered voters nationwide. It 

found that a moderate independent ticket would 

pull equally from both parties: 14% from registered 

Republicans, 14% from registered Democrats. This 

finding is backed by precedent: Ross Perot pulled 

equally from both parties in 1992.

Of course, since No Labels would be nominating 

a unity ticket that could include a Republican and 

Democrat as running mates, much depends not only 

on who the candidates are, but the order in which 

they appear on the ticket. In July and August we 

tested how the partisan breakdown of the ticket 

would affect the race by surveying 10,000 registered 

voters in the top eight presidential battleground 

states: Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, 

North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.

The poll, conducted by HarrisX, found that a unity 

ticket led by a Republican presidential candidate had 

a stronger path to victory and drew more votes from 

Mr. Trump than Mr. Biden in seven states, with 

North Carolina the sole exception.

No Labels Won’t Help Trump
Our polling shows that a unity ticket would pull  
from both parties equally. 
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Yes. There are no polls that show No Labels winning, but 
numerous polls—including their own—show they re-elect Trump. 
Many people, including close No Labels allies, are alarmed.

No Labels neglects to mention the most important finding from 
this poll: that a No Labels candidate comes in a distant third 
place and hands Trump a 5-point victory in a three-way race.

The two parties are not equally reliant on moderate voters. 
Democrats require a supermajority of moderates to win. The GOP 
can win with a sliver. That’s why Democrats see more danger.

This metric is meaningless. It only matters how much of the vote a 
No Labels Party candidate will siphon from Biden and Trump. And 
the horse-race shows they take more from Biden’s column.

Ross Perot didn’t win one state or even a single electoral vote.

This data shows No Labels has known for months that warnings 
they would re-elect Trump are correct. A Democrat leading their 
ticket hands Trump a victory in nearly every battleground.

HarrisX’s polling has been harshly critiqued by former staffers. 
The former senior manager of the political polling division said, 
“there’s a reason [HarrisX doesn’t] detail their methodology and 
you shouldn’t trust a single thing they release.” He called their 
poll explanation “nonsense analysis.”

This is the first confirmation of reporting that No Labels is 
pursuing a Republican-led ticket. But this poll is the ceiling, not 
the floor. An unnamed candidate without any history or baggage 
outperforms a real candidate. But don’t take our word for it. 
Multiple pollsters have found support for a named third-party 
candidate barely reaches beyond the single digits. (And they’re 
spoilers for Trump.) Larry Hogan polled at a measly 6% and a Jon 
Huntsman-led ticket was nowhere close to winning. Monmouth 
wrote, “the more concrete you make an alternative to the major 
party candidates, the less attractive it becomes.”

This doesn’t show that No Labels has a path to victory, but it 
confirms they can be a spoiler. No Labels must win every single 
battleground state plus an additional 14 states, including Biden 
strongholds like RI (+21), WA (+19), DE (+19), IL (+17), NJ (+16), OR 
(+16), CO (+14), NM (+11), and VA (+10). It’s a fantasy. But the data 
shows they would divide the anti-Trump vote and hurt Biden.

Let’s pretended this data is reliable and accurate. It still shows 
Biden wins the necessary battlegrounds in a two-way race, but 
No Labels spoils for Trump in a three-way. Why would No Labels 
run if their own poll shows that Biden is on track to defeat Trump?

No Labels’ ticket causes Biden to go from winning four crucial 
battleground states—and the White House—to winning just one 
state (-3 states). Meanwhile, Trump gains an edge over Biden 
when No Labels enters the race. Trump goes from winning 
four battleground states in a head-to-head to winning three 
in a three-way (-1 state). Trump flips a Biden state and ties up 
Michigan. No Labels all but ensures a Trump victory, as he would 
be within a few electoral votes of 270, and they prevent Biden 
from winning any battleground beyond Pennsylvania.

Will Third Way’s Redline

https://www.nolabels.org/newpolling
https://twitter.com/admcrlsn/status/1683877662404620300?s=20
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/08/us/politics/biden-trump-third-parties-no-labels.html?smid=tw-share
https://www.dataforprogress.org/blog/2023/6/21/a-no-labels-candidate-would-be-an-unserious-contender-and-a-threat-to-democracy
https://www.monmouth.edu/polling-institute/reports/monmouthpoll_us_072023/
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Who will be on our ticket is still an open question, 

and we are currently determining the process 

by which that will be decided. But one thing is 

certain: We stand by our original pledge that we 

will nominate a ticket only if the American people 

want it and if the polling is clear that we won’t be a 

spoiler.

For now, both conditions are being met. Our polling 

shows that an independent ticket has a legitimate 

and expanding path to victory. In December, 58% 

of registered voters said they’d be open to voting 

for a moderate independent ticket if Messrs. Trump 

and Biden were the alternatives. By the summer 

that figure had grown to 63%, and some of the most 

significant growth occurred among a segment of 

voters who could be described as liking Mr. Trump’s 

policies but not Mr. Trump.

For any who are skeptical of No Labels’s internal 

polling, let’s remember that poll after poll shows 

that two thirds of Americans don’t want a rematch 

of the 2020 election. A Gallup poll from October 

found that 63% of voters are open to a third party 

and that demand for an alternative is higher among 

Republicans than Democrats, suggesting that Mr. 

Trump could have more to lose from the entry of a 

viable third choice.

Of course, no one can know exactly what effect 

a third ticket would have, especially if you add a 

fourth or fifth ticket. While our data don’t indicate 

that No Labels would hurt Mr. Biden, it’s entirely 

plausible that Cornel West would, since he is 

running as a third party from the president’s left. 

Similarly, reports indicate that the Trump team is 

preparing attacks against Robert F. Kennedy Jr. after 

its polling found that his independent run could take 

votes from Mr. Trump.

This ticket will be chosen by insiders and donors, abandoning 
decades of reforms to open up party nominations. They’re 
considering methods that deny millions of voters any say, like 
handing their nomination to “five to ten highly respected national 
leaders,” a convention of 2,000 delegates selected through their 
vetting process, and an online vote by a “subset of Independent 
voters” that No Labels would pick. They even proposed limiting a 
vote to “No Labels members who have contributed” to the group.

Not a single poll has shown that No Labels has a viable path to 
victory. This data shows that they will be a spoiler for Trump.

“Openness” is a bogus metric with no predictive value. The 
question that matters is the horse-race poll. They aren’t within 
shouting distance of victory in a single poll, including their own.

This 63% result is a massive outlier compared to all other 
polling this year. 

Five other polls from respected pollsters, including NBC News,  
YouGov, and Quinnipiac, found that voters were 10 to 20 
percentage points less open to voting for a third-party candidate 
than what this No Labels number. Their own own pollster, 
HarrisX, conducted another survey in the same time period 
that showed that only 53% of voters would be open to a third-
party candidate—ten points lower. Let’s say it plainly: No Labels’ 
63% result is at best an unreliable outlier; at worst, it’s cooked.

This is blatant distortion of what the Gallup poll showed. 
According to Gallup, openness to wanting a third party is 
consistent with what it’s been for decades—only 3% more voters 
today say they want a third party than did ten years ago.

Data going back to 1980 shows this question doesn’t predict a 
successful third-party bid. For decades, polls measured whether 
voters would be “open” to third-party candidates, and the 
answer for about half the country generally has been “yes.” No 
Labels claims this time is different—it’s not. 

Consider: In 1980, CBS/New York Times asked whether voters 
were satisfied with the major party candidates or if they wanted 
other choices—48% of voters wanted other choices. The third-
party candidate that year, John Anderson, ended up with just 
6.6% of the eventual popular vote, a drop of 41 points. The 
high-water mark for openness to a third party was in 1992, when 
59% said they would consider other choices. That year, Ross Perot 
ended up with just 18.9% of the popular vote—40 points lower 
than the CBS poll finding on openness.

Their data does show that they pull critical states out of the Biden 
column, dividing the anti-Trump coalition that prevailed in 2020.

Neither Cornel West nor RFK are on the ballot in a single 
state. Any third-party effort, whether it is No Labels or other 
candidates, will divide the anti-Trump coalition. But No Labels is 
especially dangerous because they are targeting the swing voters 
Biden needs to win.

https://www.action.nolabels.org/articles/227-prepare-balloons-confetti-labels-gearing-hold-national-convention-dallas-april-2024
https://secure.anedot.com/no-labels-072c61d7-fd77-44f5-ba18-2f709db8c571/9ce594f6-93dd-4d8e-84ec-014f55590f63?utm_campaign=Lincoln&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=272403962&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--sXlwgva51vLdu8hZS1m86W1cbmub7S38ovy5_lk3JLj7c-9V_c0P7xoRIVMekhMns4bUyoj1uInE623bSVg6oHMuYgQ&utm_content=272403960&utm_source=hs_email
https://d2ltpn04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/2O+113/d2LTpn04/VVHGWk5-CgN2W3YfCj02vg0-rW8mS6hr52SzhvMZjDVj5nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3lHW1zyxzZ3W5dW-W6P_mPc8VR3jmW63JLhP6sFndjN1LKxYhq0GjDW3nYH5J31nJWMW8pYpZL17ZZDmW8l8dzD7WQfqJW3bT-cV6VDyhfMvNDNjWVmdxW4917yL2lbLfXW6VNwj-7ZC5g0W5Vl_Vg8j5FJbW7fb-_T4QVGxWW95H95m6-9D30W90NhNQ9jJ9szM51mfZKvc27W539RHF2MggS3N3hK4HBscxQKW8qzY6l6T87dhW6zm4jt2cCd9-W1vvkDq4Ps-1FW6GVdc71CQtKRW10f_qG43-5qcVc6B_83MHCB_VGj9p_174DZzW55v-Mr3CyXhNW4CTMzH5KPpjBW2X-2_S8jpXlkVxFt0D4cxvMJN3JrMbXWYcKcW58lNMY4GyCHNN6GC307-8pmpf8Z46Q604
https://d2ltpn04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/2O+113/d2LTpn04/VVHGWk5-CgN2W3YfCj02vg0-rW8mS6hr52SzhvMZjDVj5nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3kqW2N44YH3MW3VvW460HBH6jkzWpW4wv1gC6476r3W5mrrzs2gLCpcVt_DQ35m6xjVVb8yxD7Xt9NYN1hmKrwsbskXW141m8t7LwCPmW2KbGrV3F2bT-W4LfnpZ4Sww4KW1Tl92b8pncTVW5ysMbl6z0Nq8W99bL4L2DT4v2W37dN4K560ldhW4CTPL97sMDxMDzZL7v_v9bW5k0xNK95QbK4W8Fh28f3bHgCGW8VJkJt6tldZPW3N_mf48CwYk7W34GF7W2_YsgwW5qpNb-3cFZ-zW8lKDX86wykZpW5zRj1_6Rz8bVN2hQc4gL-qg7W5nQhgG5qN9S0W1ydtNc556R-6W9k8h_62xsSqSW5yCdQT1LJbr0W17NC7v94z1lGW30f04x2bMy7FW2lzw402lhqLjf4NPMnM04
https://d2ltpn04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/2O+113/d2LTpn04/VVHGWk5-CgN2W3YfCj02vg0-rW8mS6hr52SzhvMZjDVj5nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3kqW2N44YH3MW3VvW460HBH6jkzWpW4wv1gC6476r3W5mrrzs2gLCpcVt_DQ35m6xjVVb8yxD7Xt9NYN1hmKrwsbskXW141m8t7LwCPmW2KbGrV3F2bT-W4LfnpZ4Sww4KW1Tl92b8pncTVW5ysMbl6z0Nq8W99bL4L2DT4v2W37dN4K560ldhW4CTPL97sMDxMDzZL7v_v9bW5k0xNK95QbK4W8Fh28f3bHgCGW8VJkJt6tldZPW3N_mf48CwYk7W34GF7W2_YsgwW5qpNb-3cFZ-zW8lKDX86wykZpW5zRj1_6Rz8bVN2hQc4gL-qg7W5nQhgG5qN9S0W1ydtNc556R-6W9k8h_62xsSqSW5yCdQT1LJbr0W17NC7v94z1lGW30f04x2bMy7FW2lzw402lhqLjf4NPMnM04
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2023/08/30/no-labels-third-party-election/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/23858265-230169-nbc-june-2023-poll_625-first-release
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://docs.cdn.yougov.com/rj3bg6ve06/econTabReport.pdf
https://poll.qu.edu/poll-release?releaseid=3876
https://harvardharrispoll.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/HHP_June2023_KeyResults.pdf
https://news.gallup.com/poll/512135/support-third-political-party.aspx
https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/ipoll/study/31091147/questions#0d2a899c-6382-4d6b-ae4c-294c312894c1
https://www.fec.gov/resources/news_releases/1980/19801231_ElectionResults.pdf
https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/ipoll/study/31091379/questions#98494d61-0b2e-4e7a-aa71-ec06102395e4
https://www.fec.gov/resources/cms-content/documents/federalelections92.pdf
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No Labels’ opponents in the political establishment 

wrap themselves in high-flying rhetoric about 

protecting democracy when they are merely 

protecting their turf. This has been the two-party 

playbook for decades, and the resulting false binary 

choice hasn’t served our country well. It’s why a 

Pew Research Center poll last month found that 

support for both parties is at record lows, disgust 

and exhaustion with politics is at record highs, and 

voters are increasingly losing hope that it will get 

better.

In this environment, doing nothing is the greatest 

risk of all. No Labels is trying to do something to 

heal our broken politics. If we offer our ballot line to 

a presidential ticket in 2024, our purpose won’t be 

to spoil the election but to enable a unity ticket to 

win. That would be unprecedented—but what about 

today’s politics isn’t?

Mr. Lieberman is founding chairman of No Labels. A 

Democrat and independent, he served as a U.S. senator 

from Connecticut, 1989-2013.

The No Labels Party is undermining our democracy. In addition 
to acting as a political party that doesn’t play by the rules and 
building a nomination process determined by elites and donors, 
they are credibly accused of duping voters into disenfranchising 
themselves; spreading misinformation to falsely suggest that Joe 
Biden is as extreme as Donald Trump; and they are preparing to 
throw the presidential election to the House, which would make 
the chaos of the past few weeks look tame. And that’s before 
we consider how a second Trump presidency would threaten the 
pillars of our democracy.

No Labels is offering an illusion, not a choice. They are providing 
an outlet for a protest vote that is already directly benefiting the 
anti-democracy party. If they don’t stand down, they will re-elect 
an extremist Donald Trump in 2024.


