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A post-Roe v. Wade America has devastating consequences for women’s health care and civil
liberties. But it’s also a significant economic issue. Taking away a woman’s right to choose widens
the economic gap between women living in states that currently ban abortions and the rest of the
country. That’s because economic supports in abortion-ban states—from minimum wages to labor

standards—is significantly weaker than in other places. !

Below, we explore new analysis from the US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey to
uncover how new mothers were faring in abortion-ban states at the time Roe fell. The data shows

three key findings:

New mothers in abortion-ban states are already less likely to be in the labor force, more likely to be

the sole provider, and more likely to live below the poverty line.
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For the analysis in this memo Arizona is classified as an abortion-restricted state pending further legal
clarity.

1. Less likely to be in the labor force.

While Roe v. Wade stood as the law of the land, female labor force participation rates grew 13
percentage points, from 44% in 1973 to 57% in 2022. 2 Now, that progress is in jeopardy since new
mothers in abortion-ban states are more likely to not be in the workforce. In 2022, 63% of new
moms in abortion-ban states were in the labor force, compared to 69% of new mothers in
abortion-protected states. 3 And, in abortion-ban states, becoming a new mother drops the
likelihood a woman will be in the labor force by over nine percentage points—higher than the seven

percentage point decline seen in abortion-protected states.
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Source: Author’s analysis of American Community 1-year Survey data (2022). “Women 15 to 50 Years Who Had a Birth
Past 12 Months by Marital Status and Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months.” United States Bureau, American Commu-
nity Survey. https://data.census.gov/table/ACSDT1Y2022.B13010¢q=B13010. Accessed 11 Mar. 2024.

Many new mothers in abortion-ban states lack institutional support that can help them retain their
jobs. No abortion-ban states have instituted comprehensive paid leave programs. And none have
state refundable child tax credits. # This lack of support makes it even more difficult for women

denied an abortion, who are typically younger and have lower incomes, to rejoin the workforce. 5

There are also long-term implications. The landmark Turnaway study found that women who were
denied an abortion were significantly less likely to be employed full-time even years later. ® Access

to legal abortion services also significantly impacts the employment opportunities of women of



color—with one study finding it increased the probability of Black women working at least 40

weeks a year by almost seven percentage points. 7

2. More likely to be the sole provider.

New mothers in abortion-ban states are more likely to be single parents without a partner present.
According to Census data, 26% of new mothers in abortion-ban states were single parents,

compared to 22% in abortion-protected states.
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3. More likely to live in poverty.

As aresult of the issues above, new mothers in abortion-ban states are more likely to be in poverty.
In 2022, 23% of new mothers in abortion-ban states lived below the poverty line, compared to
18% in abortion-protected states. 3 To put this into perspective, if poverty rates for new mothers
in abortion-ban states were on par with abortion-protected states, 52,000 fewer new mothers (and

their babies) would be living below the poverty line.
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Source: Source: Author’s analysis of American Community 1-year Survey data (2022). “Women 15 to 50 Years Who Had
a Birth Past 12 Months by Marital Status and Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months.” United States Bureau, American
Community Survey. https://data.census.gov/table/ACSDT1Y2022.B13010?q=B13010. Accessed 11 Mar. 2024.

Further, abortion bans and restrictions disproportionately hurt poorer women. 4 Lower-income
women are five times more likely to experience unplanned pregnancy—in part because they have
less access to affordable contraceptive care. 1> And while some women living in abortion-ban
states may to choose to travel to another state to receive care, those with lower incomes are the

least likely to have the financial means to do so. 16

Women seeking abortions are also typically already mothers—60% have at least one child already
and 50% have two or more. *7 The fall of Roe will likely force even more women into poverty or

increase the burdens of families already trying to make ends meet.

Conclusion

The ability for a woman to access all forms of reproductive health care, including an abortion, is
deeply intertwined with her economic life and future. With new mothers in abortion-ban states
already facing greater barriers to financial security, abortion bans will push women living in these

places further from economic opportunity.

When women lack the ability to exercise control over their bodies, it directly impacts not only their

economic well-being, but also that of local, state, and national economies. With abortion rights



front and center in several state elections this fall, as well as in the presidential race, the

importance of ensuring safe access to abortion cannot be understated.
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